
Westmount’s Regiment

Lieutenant-Colonel Colin Robinson (retired), CD.

Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel

The Royal Montreal Regiment
17 April 2014



- The Royal Montreal Regiment -

Founding of the Regiment

• “The 14th Canadian Battalion, designated The Royal 

Montreal Regiment by special warrant - authority of H.M. 

the King - was recruited in August 1914 from three Montreal 

units of the Canadian Active Militia:

– 1st Regiment, Canadian Grenadier Guards

– 3rd Regiment, Victoria Rifles of Canada, and

– 65ieme Regiment, Carabiniers Mont-Royal.

• The 14th was one of four battalions in the Third Canadian 

Infantry Brigade, 1st Canadian Division.

• From the outset it was composed of both English and 

French, and “illustrated more than any other battalion in the 

1st Canadian Division the spirit of unity between those two 

great races.”
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Current Situation

• Bilingual reserve infantry regiment based in Westmount.

• 165 all-ranks RMR (still actively recruiting).

• Strong Legion ties since 1934: Branch 14 (RMR Association) RCL.

• 34% of current serving members are veterans of Peace Support 

Operations since 1992.

• 1 member currently deployed overseas (Afghanistan).

• Members come from all areas of Greater Montreal.

• Freedom of The City (Westmount, Montreal, Pointe-Claire, and 

Hampstead).

• Proud sponsor of three Cadet Corps/Squadrons.

• Sister Regiment: 1st YORKSHIRE Regiment

• Centennial in 2014
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Original RMR Officers: August 1914
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New Recruits to Victoria Rifles: 1914
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Camp Valcartier: September 1914
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14 + 23 = 58
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RMR Statistics - World War 1

• 6,270 men served.

• 1,192 were killed.

• 3,277 were wounded.

• total casualties - 4,469.

• 1 out of every 5 men who served 

with the Regiment was killed.

• 1 out of every 2 men who served 

was wounded.

• 3 out of every 4 men who served 

became a casualty.

• The Regiment clearly represents 

what Canada gave “for King and 

Country”.
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Parade of CEF Veterans: Champ de Mars, 1919
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RMR Association (Br. 14): 1939
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18 May 1939: Marching to Duties – Royal Visit
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New RMR recruits drilling in Westmount Park, Sept 1939
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Machine-Gun Training in Westmount Park, Sept 1939
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New RMR Recruits: 25 July 1940

nearly 1,000 men (including Veterans Coy)
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“Phony War” Period: January 1940
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RMR (MG) Training in UK: 1942
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Helping with the Harvest: Sept 1942
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Training Accidents: 19 Sept 1942
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RMR (MG) Training: 25 April 1942
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2 Battalion RMR Training
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32 Recce (RMR): 1943
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32 Recce (RMR) Training: 16 Nov 1943
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End of an Era: 1943
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Not for long…
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RMR Hockey Team: February 1944
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13 May 1945: Church Parade
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Welcome Home 

1st Bn RMR

22 Sept 1945
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Welcome Home 1st Bn RMR: 22 Sept 1945
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1950’s
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RMR Shooting Team: 1970
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Open House: 1978
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Remembrance Day: 1978
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106mm Training: 1980’s
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Heliborne Training: 1980’s
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Westmount Family Day: 1990’s
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90th Anniversary BBQ: August 2004
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Machine Gun Training: 2000’s
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Change of Honorary Colonel: 2008



- The Royal Montreal Regiment -

RMR soldiers in Afghanistan: 2009
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RMR soldiers training: 2014



- The Royal Montreal Regiment -

Post-war:  Peace Support Operations

PARTICIPATION
• 3 NCMs

• 10 NCMs

• 22 NCMs

• 9 NCMs

• 2 Officers

• 78 all ranks

• 8 NCMs

• 6 all ranks

• 47 all ranks

• 175 and counting...

MISSIONS
• Korea

• Egypt

• Golan Heights

• Cyprus

• Beirut

• Former Yugoslavia

• Haiti

• Africa (various)

• Afghanistan



- The Royal Montreal Regiment -

Domestic Operations

• Oka Crisis

• Goose Bay

• Ice Storm

• Floods

• Forest fires

• Searches

• FLQ Crisis

• 1976 Montreal Olympics

• 1998 Ice Storm

• Québec Summit 2008

• 2010 Vancouver Olympics

• 2011 Montergie Floods
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The Royal Montreal Regiment
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