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2024 REPORT

The Plan directeur de gestion des matieres résiduelles 2020-2025
has the ambitious goal of making Montreal a zero-waste

agglomeration. This objective is in line with its commitment to

the Advancing Towards Zero Waste declaration launched by
WAST E C40 Cities, in which Montreal pledged, by 2030, to:

 reduce the amount of municipal waste generated per capita
by at least 15% compared to 2015;

 reduce the amount of municipal waste sent to landfill by at least 50% compared to 2015;
« increase the recovery rate of materials diverted from landfill to 70%.

With the aim of reducing the amount of waste produced, increasing the rate of materials recovered and
increasing the uptake of composting, major changes have been implemented as of May 1, 2024, including:

o the collection of all materials streetside or in lanes accessible to collection trucks, and no longer on foot on
private properties and in inaccessible lanes;
« mandatory food waste collection for buildings of 9 to 29 units with a single weekly garbage collection;

« garbage collection every 2 weeks, between October and April, for single-family residences and buildings
with 2 to 8 units.



https://ville.montreal.qc.ca/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/COMMISSIONS_PERM_V2_FR/MEDIA/DOCUMENTS/PRESENTATION_ZERO_20191127.PDF
https://www.c40.org/accelerators/zero-waste/
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Reminder of 2030 targets summary & 2030 ObjeCtiveS

for moving towards zero waste:

« Reduce the amount of municipal waste produced per capita by at least 15% compared to 2015.
« Reduce the amount of municipal waste sent to landfill by at least 50% compared to 2015.

o Increase the recovery rate to 70%.
Annual amount of wast generated
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The report on waste generated by Westmount residents in 2024 shows that 57% of waste generated is recovered
—recyclable materials, organic materials, and construction, renovation and demolition (CRD) debris—to be recycled

and valorised, while 43% is sent to landfill (household garbage). Organic materials include food waste and green

waste, which make up 8% and 23% of the total materials generated, respectively. CRD debris are composed in part
of the bulky items collected by the city.

2024 Westmount Report

Waste generated in 2024
Composition of disposed materials
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POSITIVE CHANGES

MAY 1, 2024 —» MAY 1, 2025

1 year after implementing the changes, the following
improvements were observed:

9% less garbage collected, and 11% more food wa:
collected.

1246 fewer kilometres travelled by collection trucks,
emitting 3.1 fewer tonnes of CO, (the equivalent of a

round-trip flight from Montreal to Paris) 20% more requests for food waste bins.
Participation in food waste collection now
includes:

e 40% of single-family homes and buildings with

77% fewer complaints of missed collection and truck 2 to 8 dwellings;
returns, ranging from nearly 400 annual complaints to less « the 56 buildings with 9 to 29 units;
than 100 « 21 of 48 buildings with 30 or more units;

e 5 businesses and 36 institutions.
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EVEN MORE

POSITIVE CHANGE

Thanks to the bin repair service implemented in 2024, many

bins are now repaired rather than replaced.

In November 2024, the City arranged the distribution of blue
360-liter rolling bins for the recovery of recyclable materials for
the entire residential sector. Over 2,200 addresses now have
their own wheeled bin.

Compared with small open blue bins, the new 360-litre bins:

e can hold 5 times more materials, and therefore fo not have
to be placed for collection every week;

 protect recyclables from the elements, thus improving their
recyclability, helping to keep the city clean, and facilitating
the work of collection crews and of sorting centre
employees.



How can we do better?

To maximize your positive impact, apply the 4R-D hierarchy every day, which dictates, in order, the actions
to follow according to their environmental impact: reduction at source, reuse, recycling, recovery and then

disposal.

REDUCE

Decrease the
quantity generated

—

« Think before buying: do
| really need it?

« Refuse unnecessary
items, whether
recyclable or not (e.g.
shopping bags, flyers,
straws, etc.)

« Buy reusable rather than
disposable, and opt for
large format packaging

« Limit food waste

REUSE
Extend the life
of objects

« Donate rather than
throw away

« Borrow or repair before
buying, or buy second-
hand

« Reuse items for other
purposes

RECYCLE

Reintroduce
into the cycle

« Sort according to
instructions to avoid
contamination

« Buy recyclable rather
than disposable

« Buy products made
from recycled materials

« Return recoverable
containers and materials
to a depot or special
collection point

RECOVER
Give a second
life

« Compost organic
materials via door-to-
door collections or a
domestic composter

« Grasscycling and
leafcycling: leave grass
clippings and shredded
leaves on the lawn to
enrich it

« Use dead leaves as
mulch
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DISPOSE

The last resort

« Only dispose of what is
at the end of its life
cycle and cannot be
recuperated in any other
way




How can we do better?

HE BEST WASTE
IS THE WASTE

E DON’T PRODUCE.
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Tools to Help You

Green Grants programme

Information on waste collection

Contact the Environment Team

Collection
schedule



https://westmount.org/en/services/municipal-services/programmes-and-grants
https://westmount.org/en/services/municipal-services/waste-collection
https://citoyen.westmount.org/en/onlines-requests/contact-waste-management-team
https:/westmount.org/storage/app/media/services/services-municipaux/collectes/waste-collection-sorting-chart-collectes-tableau-trier-ses-dechets.pdf
https://westmount.org/storage/app/media/services/services-municipaux/collectes/collectionsschedulefall2025-spring2026vf1.pdf
https://westmount.org/storage/app/media/services/services-municipaux/collectes/waste-management-booklet-2025-nouvelle-version-new-version-en.pdf
https://cavaouwebapp.recyc-quebec.gouv.qc.ca/
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